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OU will remember, that when 
I had the Pleaſure of your 
Company, one Evening laſt 
Week, the Subject of our Con- 
verſation was chiefly about the 
laying on an Additional Duty upon SUGAR, 
which I told you would be a great Hard; 
ſhip on the Sugar-Planter in the We/t-1n- 
dies, and very little if any Benefit to the 
Revenue, whilſt you were of a different 
Opinion, and thought the Burden of the 
Additional Duty would fall on the Conſu- 
mer; but the better to ſatisfy yourſelf, and 
ſome other Gentlemen of the Honourable 
Houſe, you deſir d me to commit my Ar- 
guments to Writing. 
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I coME now to anſwer your Requeſt, 
and for the Sake of Method, will lay the 
Reaſons and Arguments that I have to ad- 
vance on the Subject, under three principal 
Heads : ; | 


Firſt, In the firſt Place, I will endeavour 
to convince you, that whatever Additional 
Duty ſhall be laid on Sugar, it will be at 
the Coſt of the Sugar-Planter at leaſt for 
ſome Years, 


Secondly, L SHALL ſhow, that ſuch an 
Additional Duty will be an Oppreſſion and 
Diſcouragement, and an unequal Load up- 
on our Sugar-Colonies at this Juncture eſpe- 
cially, and will render abortive the ve 
Scheme itſelf, which is intended by it, of 
advancing the Revenue. And 


Thirdly, I SHALL ſet forth the great 
Advantages that this Nation receives from 
the Sugar-Colontes, and eſpecially from the 
Iſland of Jamaica, and the great Advan- 
tages that it will continue to receive, if due 
Encouragement be given to the Sugar- 
Planter. 


For demonſtrating the firſt Head, I muſt 
obſerve, that the Reaſon why you, Sir, and 
many other Gentlemen, do apprehend that 


C93 
an Additional Duty upon Sugar will fall 
on the Conſumer; is becauſe it does ſo in 
the Taxes on divers of our Home Manu- 
factures : But I ſhall ſhew you, that be- 
twixt the one and the other of theſe there 
is a wide Difference. 


Tx principal of our Home Manufac- 
tures which are tax'd, are Leather, Soap, 
Candles, Salt, Malt, Beer, Ale, and Spi- 


rits. 


Now e when the Tax, or Exciſe, was 
laid upon each of thoſe Manufactures, the 
Manufacturer advanc'd the Price of the 
Commodity upon the Conſumer immedi- 
ately, in a full Proportion to the Tax he 
was to pay, and he manufactur'd juſt. ſo 
much as be knew that his Cuſtomers would 
take off from Week to Week, or Month to 
Month; or if he exceeded in Quantity in 
one Week or Month, he could leſſen it in 
the next, without any Injury to himſelf; 


and the Commodities are ſuch as People 


can't live without, and therefore the Ma- 
nufacturer is morally ſure within a ſmall 
Matter of the Conſumption, and every Fa- 
mily in the Pariſh is an immediate Purcha- 
ſer from the Manufacturer. 
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Nou the Caſe of the Sugar-Planter is, 
that he is at-a prodigious Diſtance from the 
Market, does not know. what the Con- 
ſumption may be, nor what Quantity of 
Sugar may be ſent from the other Iſlands, 
and being already in Debt, as the greateſt 
Number of the Sugar-Planters are, and ha- 
ving already eſtabliſh'd his Sugar-Work 
which conſiſting of great Buildings and 
many coſtly Utenſils, beſides a great Num- 
er of Servants, Slaves and Cattle, which 
have coſt him ſome Thouſands of Pounds, 
for which, or at leaſt for a Part, he pays 
Ten or Eight per Cent. per Ann. Intereſt. 
He muſt be ruin'd if thoſe are not kept 
employ d, and he can have no other Way 
to employ them but in making Szgar, and 
makes as much as ever he can, and 
ſends it to Market, upon diſtant Hopes that 
it will fetch a Price in proportion to the 


Expence and Trouble he hath been at, and 


when it is at Market he mult ſell it for what 
the Suger-Baker and Grecer will pleaſe to 
gives him. 


AFTER that he hath been at the Charge 
of making it, and at the Expence of the 
extraordinary high Freight and Inſurance, 
and the Duty, and many contingent Char- 
ges; ſuch as Haling, Weighing, Warehouſe 


Room, 


Ti 


Room, Cooperage, Factors, Commiſſions, 
Sc. and it being a heavy waſting periſha- 
ble Commodity, and the Owner in Debt, 
the Factor mult ſell it, he can't keep it long 
by him; and inſtead of having every Con- 
ſumer for his Purchaſer, as I mention'd be- 
fore to be the Caſe of our Home Manufac- 
tures, he has but two Purchaſers, that is, 
the Sugar-Baker and Grocer, | 


AND it is notorious, that the Sugar-Ba- 
hers and Grocers have of late Years join'd 
in a Combination to keep the Price as low 
as poſſibly they can, whilſt the Planter 
- hath no Way to defeat their Plot, but to 
export Part to a Foreign Market ; which 
the Planter is ill able to do after having 
been at ſo great an Expence for making the 
Sugar, and bringing it to this Market. 


Wx have no Foreign Market worth 
Notice, but Holland and Hamburgh, and 
now in Time of War the Planter will have 
no Chance of a. better Market at- thoſe 
Places, becauſe the Dutch will buy the 
French Sugar, at the French Colonies .at a 
low Price, and carry it ſecurely to Hol- 
land, in their own Ships. And it is well 
known, that the French at their Colo- 
nies can and do fell their Sugar much 
cheaper than we can in our Colonies, 175 
cauſe 
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cauſe they have better Sugar Land in their 
Iflands, and nearer the Sea-fide than we 
have, and alſo fome other Advantages, and 
beſides at the preſent we ſupply the Foreign 
Market ſufficiently, by the French Sugar 
taken by our Men of War and Privateers, 
So that it is plain, that any Additional Du- 
ty laid upon Sugar will be as any other 
Additional Expence, that the Planter is at 
in making his Sugar, and bringing it. to 
Market. 


Wx have alfo another Fact, which we 
have yearly Experience of in the Weſt In- 
dia Trade, which demonſtrates that every 
Additional Charge upon a periſhable Com- 
modity tranſported to or from fuch a Di- 
ſtance as the Weſt Indies does not fall on 
the Conſumer, but on the Owner or Ma- 
nufacturer; and that is exemplified in. all 
Kinds of Proviſions which are tranfported 
from England or Ireland to the Weſt-In- 
dies ; where it is well known to all Mer- 
chants that have either reſided or traded - 
there, that good Proviſions are often fold 
for much leſs than their Prime Coſt in En- 
gland or Ireland; for if there be a glutted 
Market, which becauſe of the great Diſtance 
the Adventurer can't foreſee, he muſt ſell 
at any Rate, and the Purchaſer or Conſu- 


mer, without minding what he talks of 
*his 


his Coft and 3 well knowin 
muſt ſell at any Rate, rather than 
them any long Time, will give him Ay 
times but. halt the Value of his firſt Coſt 
and Charges; whereas in other Commodi- 
ties which are not periſhable, ſuch as Lin- 
nens and other Shop-Goods, and Iron Ware, 
the ſame Merchant in the ſame Place, ra- 
ther than ſell his Goods without ſome Pro- 
fit, will Rep them over to another Year. 


AND it is a general Rule, that any Ad- 
ditional Duty or Charge upon any Com- 
_ modity not periſhable will fall on the Con- 
ſumet, but the contraryon Commodities that 
are waſting or 2 iſhing, and that of Me 
covad Sugar is both. Therefore, Se. 


To explain the Second Head, Sir, 1 
muſt obſerve, that the Sugar-Planter 3 is at 
a vaſt deal greater Expence to male Sugar, 
and bring it to Market now fince the War 
than bikers, His' Negro-Slaves, which is 
the principal Article, the beſt Ge/d-Coaft 
Slaves were ſold at Jamaica at 351. per 
Head, that Currency before the Spaniſh 
War, and Negroes of the ſame Quality | 
were fold” ſince the War with Spain, 
and before the War with France, at 47 l. 
a-Head to my certain Knowledge, fince the 

War 
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War with France, they have been advan- 
ced to 50 J. a-Head. | 


Tux next conſiderable . Article in the 
Planter's Expence is Cattle, Mules, Horſes, 
Sc. We had in Jamaica a great Supply 
of Mules from the Span;ſh Coaſt, partly 
from the Iſland of Cuba, and partly from 


Rio de la Hache on the Main, and before 


the Spaniſi War, we commonly bought the 
beſt of thoſe from 15 J. to 20 l. a-Head; 
and ſince the Spaniſh War we have com- 
monly paid from 25/. to 30 J. a-head for 
them. We had a great Supply of - Horſes 
from North America, eſpecially from Road- 
Hand, and fince the War they have coſt us 
full twice the Price, occafion'd by the Ha- 
zard of the Navigation ; and the great Scar- 
city of Sailors and Cattle. have been very 
near if not full at double the Price in amai- 
ca, for theſe two Years paſt, that they were 
at before the War ; the Price of fundry Kind 
of Proviſions from North America, as Bread, 
Flower, Salt-Fiſh, Mackrel, Herrings, &c, 
of which great Quantities are made uſe of 
in the Sugar-Plantations, as alſo Lamp Oil 
and Deal Boards have been at near double 
the Price that they were before the War, 
and in the ſame Proportion the Price of Pro- 
viſions from Great Britain and Ireland. 
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TRE Planter pays double the Freight for 
his Sugar home that he did before the War, 
and double the Freight out for all his Uten- 
fils for making Sugar, and all his Furniture 
for his Houſe Uſe and Family, and Slaves; 
which, as I ſhall ſet forth under my third 


Head, is very conſiderable. 


To theſe Charges there is another con- 
tingent Charge, occaſion'd by the War, 
which is, that of ſupporting an additional 
Number of Soldiers for the Defence of the 
Iſland, and a great Expence for the Repair 
of the old Fortifications, and the erecting of 
new ones. In Jamaica we give the Soldiers 
Six-pence a-Day, and the Officers Twenty 
Shillings a-Week, over and above the 
King's Pay, that not being thought ſuffici- 
ent for the Subſiſtence of the Troops in 
that Iſland; and the Money is xais'd in the 
Iſland by an annual Tax: And as his Maje- 
ſty hath been graciouſly pleas'd of late to 
grant a farther Supply of Troops for the De- 
tence of that valuable Ifland, that will alfo 
be a farther Expence to the Sugar-Planter; 
though in this Exigency they will chearfully 
ſubmit to it. 


J hope, Sir, that from the Premiſes you 


will eaſily conclude, that unleſs the Price of 
2 Sugar 
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Sugar here at Market do advance very con- 
ſiderable, the Sugar-Planter can't go on, he 
muſt be ruin'd: Becauſe, tis plain from the 
Facts before laid down, which I aver to be 
the Truth, and can prove it to be ſo, that 
the Charge of making Sugar and bringing 
it to Market, will coſt him now during the 
War, at leaſt Fifty per Cent. more than be- 
fore the War; and yet the Price of Sugar is 
fo far from being advanc'd at Market, that 
it 1s at this Time at no higher Price than it 
was at before the War with Spain. By 
which, in Fact, it appears to a Demonſtrati- 
on, chat as the already additional Charges up- 
on the Sugar-Planter, hath not advanc'd the 
Price upon the Conſumer, ſo neither will 
an additional Charge by an additional Duty: 
Nor will the Planter be able to raiſe the 
Price of Sugar upon the Conſumer, by any 
other Method, than by exporting a Part, or 
making a leſs Quantity; and let which ever 


of theſe be the Means made uſe of, to ad- 


vance the Price upon the Conſumer, it will 
affect the Revenue; but I can cafily tell you 
which will be the Means that the Price will 


be advanced by. 


I the Planter, to all his other advanc'd 
Charges, hath a farther Duty laid upon his 


Commodity, he will be diſabled from pur- 


chafing every Year a freſh Supply of Ne- 
gloes, 


L IT | 
groes, Mules, and Cattle ; and as his preſent 
Stock drops off, he will be diſabled fromma- 
king the Quantity of Sugar he does at pre- 
ſent, and of Courſe, tho” the Revenue, by 
an additional Duty be advanc'd per Centum, 
in will be leſſen d in Quantum; by which 
Means the Scheme for raiſing more Money 
upon that Commodity, by advancing the 
Duty, will be render'd abortive; which Was 
what I undertook to prove. 


You will pleaſe to remark, that as there 


is already a Duty of Three Shillings and 


Six-pence a-Hundred upon Sugar, the leſ- 
ſening the Conſumption, which the advanc- 
ing the Price of any Kind of luxurious Com- 
modity never fails to do, makes the Caſe 
widely different to what it would be, if 
there were no Duty already upon that Com- 
modity; becauſe, (as I obſerv'd before) tho 
a farther Sum be rais'd upon the Hundred 
Weight, yet by leſſening the Quantity con- 
ſumed, and diſabling the Planter to raiſe the 
uſual Quantity, there will be a leſs Number 
of Hundreds to lay the Duty upon. 


AND beſides, it deſerves well to be con- 
ſider'd, that when the Planter is ſo loaded 
with Charges upon his Produce, that he is 
not able to go on with his Works, ſo as to 
make the Quantiy of Sugar as heretofore 
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and of Courſe the Price of Sugar in Great 
Britain much advanced ; our Neighbours 
and Rivals in Trade and in that Commodity, 


will gain Advantages by it, in Proportion as 


our Sugar-Colones are depreſs d; and of how 


great and conſiderable Hurt and Damage 


ſuch an Incident will be to this Nation in ge- 
neral, I ſhall explain toyou by-and-by, when 
I come to ſet forth the great Benefit which 
this Nation reaps from our Sugar-Colonies. 


W x have a very remarkable - Inſtance of 
the ill Conſequences, which attend the load- 
ing the Produce of our We/i-India Colonies 


with Charges, in the Article of Indigo, a 
very neceflary and uſetul Commodity for the 


dying our Woollen Manufactures, and for 
other Uſes : There was a great Quantity of 
this Commodity made in Jamaica about 


Forty Years ago, and ſent to England; a 


Duty was laid on it here, by which Means, 
together with ſome other Difficulties that oc- 
curr'd to the Planter, it diſcourag'd them 
ſo much, that by Degrees it was laid aſide, 
and at preſent I think there is no Indigo at 
all made in Jamaica, nor in any of our Co- 
lonies, or but very little; and indeed hardly 
any Body now in Jamaica knows how to 
make it; and all that we now make uſe of 
in Great Britain is of French and Spaniſh 
Manufacture, and moſtly of the former. 
| AND 
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AN p notwithſtanding that our Legiſla- 
ture, after .they came to be convinc'd, that 
the diſcouraging of this Manufacture of In- 
digo would be an Injury to the Nation, did 
take off the Duty entirely, and ſhew'd a 
Diſpoſition to encourage the Planter, yet by 
that Time the Planter having thrown up his 
Works, and turn'd his Land into other U- 
ſes, he could not be prevail'd with to reſume 
it again; and ſo it entirely declin'd, and we 
have now loſt altogether that Branch of 
Trade and Manufacture, and the French 
took it up; and what Indigo we make uſe of 


now in our Nation, which is to the Value 


of upwards of a Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
per Annum, 1s of Spaniſh and French Ma- 
nufacture. So dangerous a Thing it is, to 
diſcourage the Increaſe of, the Produce, and 
Manufacture, of our Colonzes in the Weſt. In- 
dies; whilſt our Neighbours and Rivals 
make uſe of all Methods for the encoura- 
ging of theirs. 


AND much the ſame Conſequences may 


attend the loading the Article of Sugar with 


additional Charges; and if (as is very proba- 


ble will be the Caſe) the Dutch do buy Su- 


gar at the French Iſlands, and carry it home 

in their Ships, the Difference of the Price 

of Loaf Sugar in Holland and England will 
be 


[24 ] 
be fo conſiderable, as to make it worth while 
for the Smugglers, to introduce into Great 


Britain and Ireland, great Quantities of Su- 


gar of French Produce, refin'd in Holland; 
and of how great Hurt and Damage fach a 
Contingent will be, both to the Revenue, 


and allo to this Nation in general, muſt be 


obvious to every Gentleman, who is in the 
leaſt acquainted with our Frade and Manu- 
factures. 9 


Thirdly, I come now to my third and laſt 
Head, under which I ſhall ſet forth the 
great Advantages. which this Nation reaps 
from our Sugar-Colonies, and eſpecially from 


the Iſland of Jamaica. 


AND firſt, I make a moderate Computa- 
tion of the Produce of the Iſland of Jamai- 
ca in Sugar; and Rum, which proceeds from 
the Sugar-Cane. Rb 


Wx compute that there have been for 
ſome Years laſt paſt, about. Thirty-two 
Thouſand Hogſheads of Sugar made a-Year, 


little more or leſs communibus Annis, and 


| thoſe, at a moderate Computation, may 


weigh at the King's Beam about fifteen 
Hundred Weight, one with another; deduct- 
ing about one Thouſand Hogſheads expor- 


ted to North America and conſum'd in the 
| Iſland, 
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Illand, there will be about thirty one Thou- 
ſand Hogſheads imported into Great Britain, 
which, at fifteen Hundred Weight the Hog- 
ſhead, will be 23,250 Tons, at s. 6 d. per 
Hundred Duty, 2 31. 105. [26 Ton, makes 
81,3751. per Ann. to the Revenue in that 
Article, 


WũI compute that a Seger Ayer k v will 
make half the Number of Puncheons of 
Rum that it does Hogſheads of Sugar, at 
one Hundred Gallons to a Puncheon ; but 
as a great Deal of the Molaſſes made near 


the Sea-ſide, is ſold to the Traders at North 


8 as alſo ſome Rum, and a great 

antity of Rum conſumed in the Iſland, 1 
will allow it as probable, that there: may 'be 
about four Thouſand Puncheons of Rum 
in a Year brought from Jamaica to England, 
at one Hundred Gallons each, is four Hun- 
dred Thoufand Gallons; this pays 4 d. per 
Gallen Duty at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and - 35. 
8 d. the Exciſe makes 80,000 l. which ad- 
ded to the Duty on Sugar, makes 161, 3751. 
a- year to the Revenue, from the Iſland of 
Jamaica only. We compute that all the o- 
ther Sugar-I fands do — annually about 
fifty Thouſand Hogſheads ofSugar, and Rum 
in Proportion; which, according to the a- 
bove Calculation, will produce 260,282/. 
which added to that from Jes ca, makes 


421, 


{: 16, } 
the Suger-Colories, 


I proceed. next to . compute the whole 
yearly, Value of the Produce of the Sugar- 
Colonies, ſuppos'd to be deliver'd there. 


For ſome Years laſt paſt the Prices of 
Sugar in Jamaica, of their Currency, have 
beeen from Twenty to Thirty Shillings per 
Hundred, as in Goodneſs, and that is eſtee- 
med to be a moderate Price ; I will take 
Twenty-five Shillings as a Medium, which 
is 251. the Ton Weight, thirty-two Thou- 
ſand Hogſheads, according to the former 
Calculation, will be 24000 Tons, at 2 2 
BY Ton, is 600,000 J. 


Wer the Iſalaſſes to be all made into 
Rum, inſtead of being fold apart of it to 
the Traders from North 9 that would 
produce 16,000 Puncheons, at 100 Gallons 
each, would be 1,600,000 Gallons, at fo 
moderate a Price as 2 5. that Currency, wi 
make 160, ooo J. added to 600 ,000 J. 
760,000, at 49 per Cent. Chris 542,8 71 


fterhng. 


Turn, if the Sugar and Rum produc'd 
by the Iſland of e, will be worrh 
542,857 1. there upon the Spot, according 
to the above Proportion, that of the other 

Sugar 


42156 871 fer Annum to the Revenue from 
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Sugar-Iſflands will amount to 848, 214 J. 


which together is, 1, 391, 01. ſterl. per Ann, 


I proceed in the next Place, to ſhew you 
in what Manner this Value is raiſed, and in 
what Manner ſpent and laid out; by which 
you will eafily perceive, of how great Im- 
portance the Sugar-Colontes are to this Na- 


tion. 


Taz principal Charge which the Sugur- 
Planter 1s at, to raiſe and carry. on his 
Work, is Negroes; and thoſe are purchas'd 
in Africa by the Enghſh Merchants, chiefly 
with the Produce and Manufactures of this 
Nation, ſuch as Woollen Goods, viz. Longs 
Ells and Perpets, alias Ranters ; an ordinary 
Sort of Fire-Arms, made about Birming- 
ham, Sheffield, and thoſe Parts; Gunpowder, 
Shot, &c. Iron Bars, Copper Bars, Braſs-Pans, 
Engliſb Malt Spirits, Tallow, Tobacco-pipes, 
ſome India Goods; and ſome Goods made at 
Mancheſter, and thereabouts, in Imitation of 
India Goods; Beads of Glaſs made in Lon- 
don and Briſtol; a ſmall Quantity of Lin- 
nens, and diverſe Sorts of Ironmongers and 
Cutlery Ware, and Toys; and of thoſe 
Goods, which are all, to a Trifle, of the 
Produce and Manufactures of this Nation; 
that of Woollen Goods is ſo conſiderable, 
that I have known ſome Cargoes of Negroes 

= pure 
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i 
purchas d on the Gold-Cooft, with at leaſt 
three Fourths in Woollen Goods. 314] 


Ap tho' the Riſe and Encouragement 
of this profitable Trade to Africa, hath been 
chiefly owing to our Szgar-Colones ; there 
have alſo ſeveral collateral Advantages ac- 
cru'd to this Nation by the Trade, at the 


ſame Time, VIZ, 


Ax the ſame Time that they are pur- 
chafing the Negroes on the Coaſt of Africa, 
with thoſe Cargoes of Britiſſñ᷑ Manufactures, 
they purchaſe alſo a great Deal of Gold, E- 
lephants Teeth, and ſome very valuable; dy- 
ing Woods. 


AND after that theſe Negroes are thus 
purchas d, and carried to the Meſt Indies for 
a Market, the Sugar Planter having fur- 
niſh'd himſelf, the Surplus are diſpos'd -of 
on the Spaniſb Coaſt for Gold and Silver; 
and, together with the Negroes, are alſo in- 
troduc'd into the Spaniſh Settlements, a 
2 Quantity of our Britiſb Manufactures; 

much, - that for theſe many Years paſt we 
have ſeldom receiv d leſs, by the Trade from 
Jamaica to the 5 paniſb Coaſt, than two 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds geri a- year, in 
Gold and Silver; which hath been tranſmit- 
ted- mn Jamaica to Eng land. { 

* bag * FoR 


— 


LOR 


For Strength to carry og his Sugar- 
Work, next to Negroes, the Planter muſt 
be ſupply d with Mules, Cattle, Horſes, &c. 
Of Cattle the moſt Part are raiſed in the Co- 
lonies; ſome Horſes are raiſed inthe Colonies, 
and ſome are ſupply d from Nerth America. 
A few Mules are raiſed in the Colonies, and 
a great Quantity are purchaſed from the 
Spaniards with e Manufactures. 


oy — for his Leafs; the Planter aut 


have, before he can make Sugar, Coppers, 
Mill-Caſes, Gudgeons, Capooſes, Cc. La- 


dles, Skimmers, &c. and Stills for making 


Rum : The whole, to ſettle a midling Su- 
gar-Mork, will at leaſt coſt him goo J. fer- 
ling. Add to this, the great | Quantity of 


Nails, Locks, '' Hinges, Bolts, and other 


Sorts of Iron Ware; and Lead that he muſt 
have for his Buildings. And for his Field 
Work he muſt have great Quantities of 
Bills, Hoes, Axes, Iron Chains; alſo Geer 
for his Mill and for his Cattle; Ad all the 
Kinds of Iron. Work that are hade uſe of 


| about Waggons, Carts, Mill- Work, and 


Building; and all this of Engliſh Manufac- 
ture: The whole Expence of which is not 
only very. conſiderable; in order to raiſe and 
ſettle a Sugar-Hork, but alſo the continual? 


_ yearly Supplies, for making good Wear and 


2 Tear, 


„ 
Tear, is very great, and takes from the 
Planter a conſiderable Part of the Produce 


of his Commodity, as their Agents here in 
the City of London can eaſily prove. 


Bes1DEs this, extraordinary Expence, 
which the Planter is at, for the raiſing and 
carrying on his Sugar-W ork, he muſt have 
a Houſe to live in, and Furniture, and 
Cloaths, and other Neceſſaries for himſelt 
and F amily, Servants and Slaves. To build 
his Houſe he muſt have many Materials 
from England, ſuch as Nails, Hinges, Locks, 
Bolts, Sc. and his Furniture and 1 
entirely from England. 


AN p as the Climate.3 is ene 1 for 
the Conveniency of their Wives and Child- 
ren, thoſe who can afford it have Coaches, 
Chariots, Chaiſes, and other ſuch Conveni- 
encies to accommodate themlelves ; and all 
from England. 


An p for their Food, they have a great 
Deal, as Cheeſe, Bacon, Pickles, ſome 
Flower and Biſcuit, when cheap, and Beer, 
Ale, and Cyder, in great Quantities from 
England; Salt-Beef and Butter from Ireland; 
and Salt-Fiſh, Flower, Biſcuit, and ſundry 
other Kinds of Proviſions for their Negroes 
from Nortb America. 
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Ix ſhort, as there are no ManufaQures 
in the Sugar-Colonies, and very few Artifi- 
cers, they muſt be upply ply' d with every 


Thing that is wanting for the Support and 
Convenience of Life, except only a Part of 
their freſh Proviſions, and Garden - Trade 
and Fruit. And of how t Advantage 
the ſupplying the Sugar-Colomes with all 
thoſe Neceſſaries for their Families and 
Slaves, you may eaſily judge, ww one Inſtance 
which 1 will give you. 


Tur RE arc in the and: of Jamaica 


G only, a Hundred Thouſand Negroes, a few 


more or leſs ; every one of theſe, take one 
with another, do make uſe of no leſs than 
the Value of Twenty Shillin ** 

Goods from England, vix. In Cloathing 
they make uſe of a vaſt Quantity of Man- 
chefter Goods, ſuch as check*dLinnen, ftrip'd 
Hollands, Fuſtians, Buttons, Thread, Pins 
and Needles; alſo Blankets for their Bed- 
ding, and Long Ells and Bays, for warm 
Cloathing ; alſo coarſe Hats, Woollen Caps, 
Cotton and Silk Handkerchiefs, in great 
Quantities; and Nails, Locks, and Hinges, 
for building their own Huts ; and Knives, 
Razors, Buckles, Buttons, F iſhing-Tackle, 
Tobacco-Pipes, Glaſſes, and many other 
Implements, all of Britiſb „ x 
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I believe, that not only Gentlemen who 
have reſided in the Veſt Indies, but alſo 


Commanders of Ships, and Merchants that 
go, to and from, and have made Obſervati- 
ons, Will allow that I have made too ſhort a 
Computation; but even at 20. far each 
Negro, you ſee it amounts to a Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds a-year in Brits Manus 
factures, conſum' d bn. the N Os: in Jax 
maica only 


To all theſe Charges we Inuſt add the 


Charge the Sagar- Planter is at, in tranſmit- 


ting his Sugar to England, and in getting 
all his. Neceſſaries from thence; and the 
Advantages which this Nation obtains by ſuch 
a; conſiderable Addition to its Frade and 
Navigation. He many Ships are employ d 
in the Trade to the other Colonies, I have 
no Account of; but I knew that there are, 
in Ships and ſmaller Veſſels, from Great 
Britain and North America, to the Num- 
ber of betwixt three and four Hundred Sail 
enter d and clear d, in the Courſe of a Year; 
at Jamaica: And as the Sugar-Planter pays 
out of the Sales of his Commodity the 
Freight, and Inſurance home, and the 
Freight out; 'of his Proviſions and Utenſils, 
the Benefit which accrues from thence to 


our Trade and Navigation, is owing to him, 
* and 
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and this amounts to 


228 1 


ſo 


eat a Sum as 


685,882 /. by Freight paid to Ships and 


paid to Inſurance W as wilt” 
e by chin Calculation. 51 22 


Yo | © 
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TRE Freight of Ft from Jamaica i Is 


now advancd to 54. 4 H 
Hogſheads from all the Iſlands, 


at 51. is 


ogſhend; 813060 


- "403606! 


The Rum, in Proportion, will 


be 10, 451 Puncheons at 5 1. is 


THERE, are very fon of we. N 


outward- bound Ships, 
Goods they. carry 


Cc 


; 223% 


55 


49958 


but what are 
of late full freighted, and for the 


have double te 
Freight which was given before tage 
War; yet, nevertheleſs, I don't pre- 

ſume, that the Freight is ſo much 
outward as home ward; but at leaſt 
it muſt be preſum d to be half fo. +. 
much, W is 


huts 6 


557 


'' 


on 


24508 
1 


2 


44 


22 


In the whole, the Planter * 
to Shipping for outward and home- 
ward Freight per Ann. 


- 
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685,884 


"The 
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Tux for Inſurance, ſuppoſe 
the Planter values his Sugar at fo 
low a Rate as 10 J. fterl. a Hog- 
ſhead, 81,600 Hogſheads is 


Ay the Rum at 101. per Pun- 
cheon, of 100 Gallons, 10,451 
Puncheons is 


Tur Premiums for home- 
ward-bound Inſurance hath been, 
now ſince the French War, at 20 
per Cent. which is a fifth Part of 
the above Sum, which is 


TRE outward-bound Premi- 
ums 1s about half, and the Value 
but half perhaps; and therefore 
we will compute but a Quarter 
Part of the homeward Infurance 
for the outward, 


makes 
Paid annually by the Sugar Plan- 
ter to the Inſurance Office, vs. 
ſo much the Planter pays, how 


much the Inſurers Profits may be 


is precarious. 


- 


TY 


$10,008 
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104,510 


914,510 


182,902 


_451745 
228,627 
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THz contingent Charges of 
Wharfage, Lighterage, Ware: 
houſe, Cooperage, Commiſſions, 
Sc. amounts $-:;205. 64.. __ 
Hogſhead, by an Account of Sales 
that I have now in my Hands, on FL. - 
$1,000 Hogſheads is 383,025 
THERE will be the like 
Charge on 10,451 Puncheons of 
Rum, at 205. 6 d. is 10,712 


7 — — 
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makes annually the Sugar- Plan- 


; ter pays here in England, in that 


Article of . contingent Charges on | 
his Goods, the Sum of 93,737 


BE SID Es the contingent Charges on his 
outward-bonnd Goods. 13 


AND after that the Sugar-Planter's 
Goods are brought home, it is worth noting 
how many Charges he is at, beſides the Du- 
ty paid at the Cuſtom-Houſe ; and how ma- 
ny People are employ'd about it, before it 


| 4 comes to the Hands of the Conſumer : 


There is Lighterage, Wharfage, Cooperage, 
Warehouſes employ'd, Weighing, Haling, 
and Factors and Brokers Commiſhons, 

E which 


* Mn 17 1! . rie n nee eee 
1 OLI ITY YI TINT IN 
\ b 2 "hw 1 2 p þ = : OR. oe Z 
r 9 , WV rh ER 


[ 26 2 . : 


which together amounts to a great Sum, and | 


all is charg'd to the Planter” 5 Acccount. 


AND now, Sir, if you' U be pleas'd to 


take a View of the whole Proceſs of the Su- 


gar Manufacture, from the Beginning tothe 


Time of delivering the Commodity into the 
Hands of the Conſumer ; that is to ſay, from 
purchaſing the Negroes | on the Coaſt of A- 


Frica, and tranſporting them to the Weſt In- 
dies; and carry on your Obſervation, as I 
have laid it down and explain'd it, Lam ſure 


that you will be amaz'd to conſider, what a 
prodigious Number of Ships, of Sailors, of 
Merchants, of Tradeſmen, Manufacturers, 
Mechanicks, and Labourers, are continually 
employ'd, and reap a Profit thereby, to the 


Amount of not Thouſands only, but at leaſt 


of Scores if not of Hundreds of. Thouſands 
of his Majeſty's Subjects in this Nation. 


AND ſhould the Sugar-Colones be fo 
much diſcourag'd, by the laying on of an 
additional Duty, or by any other Ways. ot 
Means whatever, which may diſable them 
from carrying on their Works, and making 
the Quantity of Sugar which they do at 
preſent, or have done for ſome Years paſt, 


you fee plainly how very much our Trade 


and Navigation, and how many of our Ma- 
nufactures would be affected by it ; and that 
would 


1271 


would not be the worſt of it neither, becauſe 
that as this Commodity of Sagar is now be- 


come of general Uſe in Europe, and the 
Conſumption in many Parts of Europe in- 


creaſing; in Proportion as our Sugar-Colonies 


ſhould decline, thoſe of our Neighbours, our 


Enemies and Rivals in Trade and Navigati- 


on would advance. | 


To prevent which great Evil to this Na- 


tion, I hope that our worthy Legiſlature will 


not only give all due Encouragement to our 
Sugar-Colonies, that they may not decline, 
but alſo provide ſuitable Ways and Means 
for their Advancement; which may eafily 
be done by a ready Method, if you wall 
pleaſe to give me Leave to point it out. 


Tux is, if when our Sugar-Colones, 
in a ſucceſsful Year, ſhall make and import 
into this Kingdom a greater Quantity than 


will ſerve for our home Conſumption, and 


the Price by that Means be reduc'd to a cer- 
tain moderate Standard: I fay, if in ſuch a 
Caſe, ſuch a Bounty as our wiſe Legiſlature 
ſhould think proper, were allow'd the Plan- 
ter, upon tranſporting the Surpluſage to a 
Foreign Market, our own Sugar Colomes 
would have a certain Encouragement to ex- 
ert themſelves, and we ſhould underſell our 


Enemies and Rivals in Trade in general, 


E 2 and 
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and particularly in this Commodity, at Fo- 
= reign, Markets; and tho' this Expedient 
| would appear to deduct ſome ſmall Matter of 
f Money from the Revenue, and a very ſmall 
Matter it would be; yet when you conſider, 
that this Commodity is not only the Produce 
and Manufacture of our own Colonies, but 
that the Ways and Means for raiſing it, from 
the firſt Purchaſe of the Negroes on the 
Coaſt of Africa, and continu'd on thro' the 
whole Proceſs of it, is carried on by the 
Trade and Manufactures of this Kingdom ; 
ou will obſerve, that every Hundred 
Weight of Sugar, that we can throw into 
Foreign Markets, will be of as great Utili- 
to this Nation, as the vending a Piece or 
two of Woollen Goods. | 


, Ov Legiſlature have formerly judg'd it 
| to be a profitable Expedient (and it really is 
= ſo) for this Nation, to grant a Bounty upon 
E the Exportation of Corn, when by a ſuc- 
5 ceſsful Year the Price hath been reduc'd to 
a certain Standard: Now, tho' Szgar be not 
immediately of the Produce and Manufac- 
ture of this Nation, yet I have plainly ſhown 
you that it is mediately ſo ; and therefore the 
Exportation of a Surpluſage does equally 
merit the ſame Encouragement ; and more- 
over, does Merit a greater Encouragement, 


by ſo much as the Commodity of Sugar adds 
to 


* 
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oO 
to the Increaſe and Advantage of Navigation 
more than that of Corn : To illuſtrate which, 
Iwill beg Leave to trouble you but with 
one Calculation more. © wry 


SUPPOSE that by Means of this Encou- 
ragement the Colonies make ten Thouſand 
Hogſheads more than our own Conſumption 
will take off; according to the above Calcu-- 
lation, over and above the Advantages ac- 
cruing to the Nation by ſuch an additional 
Quantity raiſed by the Product and Manu- 
factures of this Nation, there would be the 
Sum of 84,6771. per Annum paid to the 


Shipping for Freight; and 28,225 J. for In- 
ſurance; and 11, 572 1. to the Engliſb Fac- 


tors for contingent Charges: Beſides the ma- 
nifold Advantages that muſt neceſſarily ariſe 
from our being able to ſell our Produce and 
Manufacture at a Foreign Market, cheaper 
than our Neighbours, our Rivals aud Ene- 
mies. | 


I might here, Sir, alſo ſet forth of how 
great Value the Sugar Colonies are of, and eſ- 
pecially the Iſland of Jamaica, to this King- 
dom, beſides what ariſes from their Pro- 
duce; how well ſituated for Trade with the 


Spaniſh America, and what vaſt Quantities 
of Gold and Silver, are yearly by that Means 


tranſmitted: from thence to England, in Re- 
turns 


20 Com 
turns for Negroes and our Br:ts/5 Manufac, 


to our Navy in thoſe Seas, bath for the ſe- 
curing them in ſome of the beſt of Harbour, 
as alſo for ſupplying the Navy with Rum, 
freſh Proviſions, Greens, and Fruit; but 
theſe being ſome what foreign to the preſent 
Intention, and what you particularly deſir d 
to be inform'd about, I forbear to detain you 
on that Head. n 


I have been more particular in confining 
my Relation to the Iſland of Jamaica, be- 


cauſe I reſided there near Twenty Years, and 
was very well acquainted and concerned both 


in the Sugar-planting Buſineſs, and in Trade; 
and what I have related as Matter of Fact, 
you may depend on being really fo ; and the 


Calculations ſo near to Truth, as that the Dif- 


ference can make no ſenſible Weight in the 
Argument : And what relates to the Nature 
of the Sugar Trade and the Sugar-planting 
Buſineſs, is juſt the ſame in our other Sugar- 
Hands as it is in Jamaica, without any ma- 
terial Difference. " 2:5 
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tures; and at this Juncture of how greatUie _ * | 


